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Hello, my friend,

You can probably imagine what it feels like to be born in a free country. Everything seems so simple
- walking down the street, going to school, dreaming freely to a bright future...But have you ever
thought about how difficult it might have been for a small nation to gain all of that - a nation that
fought for centuries just so that today, you and I could speak to each other in peace? I'm writing to
you from Georgia - a small country that paid a high price for freedom. Our land has been under the
rule of many fierce empires. Our language has been suffered... Our independence has been taken
from us more than once. But we’ve never been broken in spirit. We’ve never lost the longing for
freedom. In 1918, when my country first declared independence, joy was continuoued only three
years... It quickly replaced by sorrow - occupation followed. Then came seventy long, dark years
under the Soviet govern... we moved through that darkness, feeling our way with hope, holding
tightly to our language and faith. And then, behind the backs of young people who faced on bullets,
spades and shovels on April 9, 1989, came the first tender spring of freedom and independence. It felt
like the sun rose differently that day. People took to the streets with peace, courage, and without fear
... Russian tanks crushed that peace... But That day, pain cleared the path for the future. Georgia
understood that freedom is the most precious treasure. In 1991, my country regained its
independence. At a time when your country was already living with democracy, we were just
learning how to speak our minds aloud, how to live by our own rules. But freedom isn’t declared just
once - it’s a daily fight. Sometimes, I feel like we're still learning how to be free. That may be why we
have independence, but are still walking the path toward true freedom - a path full of cracks,
mistakes, and sometimes disappointment, yet scattered all around with sparks of hope. For us, Europe
is a mirror - not of imitation, but of values that already live within us: dignity, equality, love, and the
right to choose. These values have been part of us for centuries. Did you know that in the Middle
Ages, we had a king -Tamar - under whose reign freedom and dignity stood at the highest peak? I am
just a young girl, writing from the heart of this country. But my love for my homeland is endless.My
friend, maybe when you walk home from school, you think only about your homework.Here, we
think about how to change our country for the better, how to protect the values others entrusted to
us.You should know - a generation has grown up in Georgia, a generation in whose hearts freedom
has made a home. A generation that won’t wait for someone to bring a better future, but will build it
with their own hands. And when the sun rises over your city one morning, remember - somewhere
near the Caucasus Mountains, a young girl is writing to you with great love, with her heart full of
belief in freedom, and with hope that one day, she will also say, as calmly and confidently as you:
“Our freedom is true.”

With love,
Your Georgian friend,

Megi Tsomaia
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